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nation. This was a huge material symbol of a
new form of optimism and at the same time a
stimulus to it. Popular sympathy and imagina-
tion began to take a wider flight, and visions
filled the air of a universal human brother-
hood. Wars were to cease ; there was to
be a millennium of trade and of benevolence.
Events, however, soon convinced the most
sanguine that such a consummation was to
be, at any rate, not immediate. But a year
or two passed, and England was at war with
Russia, and the spirit of militant patriotism
dealt somewhat roughly with the mild enthusi-
asm of humanity.

The events we have thus briefly glanced at
cover a period of some twenty-five years, and it is
of that period in especial that Mr. Tennyson is the
interpreter. Its ideas have been the ideas of his
heart, and its hopes have been the hopes of his
heart. We have touched as yet on its political
aspect only. Its religious aspect is no less
remarkable. During that quarter of a century
science and scientific scepticism, for the first
time in England, began to be widely popular
and to leaven thought at large. For the first
time the general lay mind began to examine